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------------------------------------------------------ Acoustic
emission, AE, signals were monitored during the
tests to identify the onset of crack propagation
near the notch tip.

3. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

3.1 Compact tension tests

A typical load vs. crack-opening displacement
curve during a compact tension test is shown in
Fig.2. The R curves obtained by use of Eqn.(1)
and (2) are shown in Fig.3. The onset of crack
extension was estimated at the beginning of the
non-linearity in the P-COD curves as shown in
the Fig.2.
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------------- a high amplitude while damage should
have a stabilized one.

3.2 Point stress criterion
For stress distribution near the notch tip, the
region with higher stress than static strength -=---
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